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2019 Georgia Code Title 4 - Animals 
Chapter 1 - General Provisions 

§ 4-1-7. Investigation prior to charges of cruelty to animals 
in animal husbandry; "food animal" defined 

Universal Citation: GA Code § 4-1-7 (2019) 

Prior to the filing of criminal charges for a violation under Code Section 16-12-4 with regard to 
conduct involving animal husbandry of food animals, a law enforcement officer shall consult 
with a licensed and accredited Category II veterinarian employed by the department or other 
agency of the State of Georgia whose primary practice and responsibilities are food animal 
veterinary medicine to confirm whether or not such conduct is in accordance with customary 
and standard practice. For purposes of this Code section, the term "food animal" means any 
animal that is raised for the production of an edible product intended for consumption by 
humans or is itself intended for consumption by humans. Such term shall include, but is not 
limited to, eggs, beef or dairy cattle, swine, sheep, goats, poultry, nonornamental fish, and any 
other animal designated by such veterinarian as a food animal. 

History: 

Code 1981, § 4-1-7, enacted by Ga. L. 2018, p. 770, § 1/HB 956. 

Disclaimer: These codes may not be the most recent version. Georgia may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, 
completeness, or adequacy of the information contained on this site or the information linked to 
on the state site. Please check offi cial sources. 
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